[Properties of Serratia marcescens strains isolated in septic diseases of newborn infants].
As the result of the study of blood and liquor samples from 120 newborns, Serratia marcescens was isolated in 21 cases (17.5 %). 8 strains were isolated from the environment of these patients. Almost all strains isolated from both the patients and the environment (with the exception of one environmental strain) belonged to serotype 04. The isolated S. marcescens strains were resistant to penicillin, ampicillin, streptomycin, kanamycin, oxacillin, methicillin, ceporin and moderately sensitive to polymixin. 2 strains from the environment and 9 strains from the patients were mildly sensitive to gentamicin. In one hospital all isolated strains were found to have 2 transmissive R plasmids with the molecular weight 40 and 60 megadaltons. The presence of R plasmids with the same molecular weight in all S. marcescens strains isolated in this hospital, as well as their serological identity, suggest that in all patients infection originated from a common source.